[Knowledge, attitude and behavior of institutional staff with regard to oral health in nursing homes].
The purpose of the study was to describe the attitude and behavior of the institutional staff in two nursing homes in relation to the oral health problems and to the oral health care of the residents. A questionnaire was distributed to all staff with nursing responsibilities working day-time (n = 90), and 93% returned the questionnaires. The majority of the staff were female nursing assistants below 40 years of age. Only 17% said they had had sufficient training about oral health care, and many had problems assisting the elderly, especially the most helpless residents. It was a common problem to remove and replace dentures and many of the dentate elderly resisted assistance with toothbrushing by closing the mouth. In general the staff was aware of the many oral health problems of the elderly. The majority was of the opinion that oral health care service should be the responsibility of one dentist and of the municipality. Finally half of the staff expressed that the dentists working in the municipal clinics were as qualified as the private practitioners to take responsibility for providing oral health care to the elderly.